
 

 

 

March 13, 2020 

Never in my lifetime have we experienced a scenario quite like we are now with precautions for 
and responses to COVID-19 (coronavirus). This is not a panic or worrisome email by any means, 
but I wanted to let you know the steps we are taking, based on government and health official 
guidelines/orders.  
 
But before I get to those steps, I want to talk a little bit about how we respond to a situation like 
this. I’m sure in our congregation and beyond there are many different thoughts regarding the 
response and precautions being taken. Wherever you land on the governmental response and 
directives, I want to remind us all of several things:  

 1. God is sovereign and we anchor our trust, hope, and joy in Him in any 
           circumstance...including COVID-19 (Psalm 25:5, 1 Timothy 6:17, 1 Peter 1:3).  

 2. God is sovereign...and only God is sovereign...which means we are not in 
           control. A tiny virus completely out of our control has wreaked havoc on our 
           world, caused financial markets to be in disarray, interrupted normal travel, 
           and has shown how easily some can be reduced to panic. Take necessary 
           precaution...but do it with ultimate hope in Jesus Christ! (Psalm 73:28).   

3. Our overall response to this...or any other circumstance we may face...should  
    not be fear. When our hope is in creator and sustainer God, we fear no earthly 
    circumstance or foe. Again, common sense precautions are just that, common 
    sense. Let’s be beacons of hope, rationality, and stability in these next weeks 
    and months. (2 Timothy 1:7)   
 
4. As followers of Christ, we are called to pray. We are called to pray in the 
    Spirit...on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests (Ephesians 6:18).  
    No matter the circumstance, let’s continually pour out our hearts to God 
    and intercede for one another and our nation. In so doing, we further tune our 
    hearts to the Father’s heart.   

I say all that above not as any kind of rebuke...but rather as an encouragement and exhortation. As 
Christ-followers, we should be the most grounded, joyful, hopeful, and peaceful people on the 
planet. How much longer can we add to our lives through worry?  Zero hours is the answer 
(Matthew 6:25-34). So as you go throughout these next weeks and months...be HOPE GIVERS! 
People will be panicked...don’t join in. Give them the hope you have in Jesus.  

With all that as a backdrop and based on the directives given by Governor DeWine and health and 
disease professionals in Ohio, the following are the common-sense steps we are taking to care 
for all of us, but especially those who might be most vulnerable among us.   

        1. Men’s Breakfast on Saturday morning (3/14) is cancelled.  
 

 



        2. Sunday Service on Sunday morning (3/15) is cancelled.  
            There will be a video posted on our website under ‘messages.’ I would 
            encourage you to gather with another family in homes. The directive from our 
            officials is for large gatherings in public places. Invite someone over for brunch 
            on Sunday morning, listen to the message together, spend some time praying 
            and fellowshipping with one another. This is a great opportunity to move from 
            a row to a circle. At the very least, listen to the message together as a family 
            and have some worship and prayer time together.  

        3. Youth Group on Sunday night (3/15) is cancelled.  

        4. Calico and Tapestry on Tuesday (3/17) are both cancelled.   
 
        5. JAM & Jr. JAM, Men’s Bible Study, Common Thread on Wednesday (3/18)  
            are all cancelled.  

While religious gatherings are exempt from the directive to not gather in groups of 100 or more, we 
are choosing to be prudent and conservative for the sake of the most vulnerable and to act in what 
we believe to be the spirit of Governor DeWine’s comments. 

We will continue to monitor the situation and any guidelines set forth by our civic leaders and 
health officials. We will update you next week regarding any further cancellations or changes that 
may come. 
 
Grace Family Daycare & Preschool will function as normal as they do not fall under the directed 
closings for K-12 schools in Ohio. We are continuing to monitor that situation as well and are in 
communication with the Delaware Health District.   

In the meantime, there are several things you can do: 

        1. Continue to help and serve the vulnerable. Check in on neighbors and 
            friends who may have trouble caring for themselves. If you are one of our 
            “senior saints” and would like someone to go get groceries for you or you need 
            help in any way...please do not hesitate to let us know.  
  
        2. Pray for and care for one another.  
 
        3. Continue to give generously to God’s work through Delaware Grace.  
            If you give through your bank or online already, nothing changes for you. If you  
            normally give on Sunday mornings, you can drop off your financial offering at 
            the church office, you can go to delawaregrace.org and click ‘give,’ or you can schedule a 
            payment through your bank’s online system. No matter how you give, thank 
            you for investing in and taking ownership of the ministry. 

As I said at the beginning, these are unprecedented measures, at least in my lifetime. If you have 
any questions, please do not hesitate to reach out. We will update you via email, website, and 
social media platforms. Love you church! Be safe and give hope as you interact with and love 
people well!  
 
Pastor Dave.   


